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Current Trends in Ohio Retail Trade Now Reported 


NITED STATES census reports show that retail 
trade in Ohio amounted to over 1.4 billion dollars in 
1933, and to over 1.9 billion dollars in 1935. It has long 
been thought by economists and business men alike that 
current trends in such an important sector of economic 
activity (and one in which so many people are engaged) 
should be measured by accurate data, currently reported. 
Retail sales volume is directly dependent on the economic 
activity of final consumers, and, therefore, supplies the 
best indicator of the actual exercise of consumer demand. 
Yet, save for the excellent index of department store 
sales compiled by the Cleveland Federal Reserve Bank, no 
comprehensive, current data on retail sales have been avail- 
able. To correct this condition, in April, 1936, the Bureau 
of Business Research of Ohio State University and the 
United States Department of Commerce launched the Ohio 
retail sales reporting program. 


In five months of operation, over 1,350 Ohio retail organ- 
izations in twenty different lines of trade have voluntarily 
agreed to cooperate in the program, and about 1,000 of this 
group have actually begun to report monthly dollar sales. 
Needless to say, the program has had the full and active 
support of practically all State and local associations of 
retailers in Ohio. Without the interest and active assist- 
ance of these organizations, this beginning could not have 
been made. Of course, the number of cooperators must be, 
and is being, constantly increased. All retailers in the 
indicated lines of trade who are not now reporting their 
sales figures are invited to join in the program, thus en- 
hancing the value of the tabulated data both for themselves 
and for those retailers already participating. 

The present monthly retail sales release of the Bureau 
of Business Research reports the change in the dollar vol- 
ume of sales from the previous month and from the cor- 
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BUSINESS CONDITIONS IN THE CHIEF OHIO CITIES 
(In all Indexes, 1926 = 100) 
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responding month of last year for twenty different types 
of retail stores for the State as a whole, and the change 
in the dollar volume of sales in the eight chief cities. The 
Bureau is planning to supplement the present program by 
providing special city tabulations which will reveal the 
trend of sales in each of the important retail lines, for 
each of the larger city areas in the State. This more de- 
tailed city report will be made as soon as adequate repre- 
sentation in the cities is secured. 

The data collected for the months of April to Septem- 
ber, 1936, are summarized in the accompanying tables, 
while the chart, on page 1, compares the increase in volume 
in September, 1936, with September, 1935, for each of the 
kinds of stores represented. From this time forward, data 
on retail sales in Ohio will be summarized in each issue of 
the Bulletin of Business Research. 

A special release containing detailed figures on retail 
trade in Ohio is issued jointly by the United States Depart- 
ment of Commerce and the Bureau of Business Research. 
This release is available about the 25th of each month, and 
is sent to all cooperating retailers and others interested in 
the course of retail trade in the State. 

The current retail sales report shows that September 
sales are slightly below August sales, but 32.1 per cent 
above September, 1935. September sales were above Aug- 
ust sales in Akron, Cincinnati, Columbus, Dayton, Toledo, 


SALES OF INDEPENDENT STORES IN OHIO, BY MONTHS, MAY TO SEPTEMBER, 1936 
Showing Comparisons with Previous Month 


The Bureau of Business Research, Ohio State University, Cooperating with the United States Department of Commerce 
(Source: Reports from Individual Stores) 


and Youngstown, and were substantially above the same 
month last year in all the chief cities. 
PERCENTAGE CHANGE OF SALES OF INDEPENDENT STORES 
IN OHIO FROM THE SAME MONTH LAST YEAR 
May to September, 1936 
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Country General ...... ° 28 145.8 | + 11.2 39 182. pes 3.4 37; 179.2;|— 0.6 36 168.7|— 2.7 37 166.5|— 28 
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Family Clothing...... ong. ¥ wekeeblLasdsen 11 6\— 3.4 10 77.7 | — 29.6 12 150.6 | + 24.1 10 158.2 | + 
Women’s Specialty | 
14 702.4;— 6.8 16 727.8|— 38.9 11| 408.5 | — 21.0 18 687.5 | + 18.0 900.0 | + 274 
17 112.8 18.6 18; 227.7|— 29.2 21 1.6 21 149.4 | + 484 
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EP 23 219.6 | + 46.8 21 128.7 | — 31.6 21 138.1 | + 11.6 20 164.5 | + 15.0 
Miscellaneous .......... 53 343.4 | + 13.7 17 67.7 | — 12.3 17 57.6 |— 4.5 22 199.5 |— 2.2 26 261.5 | + 149 
701 | 7,807.0 | + 11.9 767 | 9,598.0 0.5 | 778 | 8,084.1 10.2 865 | 9,570.1|— 0.4 847 9,461.6|— 16 
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